ULLINNIX UNITAS GRAII Mumber IV
en route to Valpairaico, Chile
Hello again:

Cince my last letter, a great deal of watsr has Ilowed under ocur
bridge, In the few weeks past we have visited ilontevideo, Uruguay;
Puerto Belgrano, A::..tirs; and Finta Arencs, C‘r"‘e. These three
ports were a ren kable study in contrasts and similiarities.

Montevideo is a city with a population of more than one million,
better than twenty-five per cent of the total population oi tlie en-—

tire country, which is the smallest renublic in South JAmerica, <i.ls
prosperous city was very pleasant to visit, with many sn_ml:rl’a:es to

American cities., The pcople were very friendly, and w2 ticrouginly
enjoyed our stey from 18 to 23 September., A real t: eat wae tlie Jact

that we could drink their milk, our first fresh milk since lsaving
home,

Urugvay is perhaps the most stable and democratic of all the
nations of Couth America, This stability is reflected in the well=
being of the people., Almost every imposin: D'ulldlﬂo , and meny ap-
artments and homes, would be described to wou with the clocing
parase, "Cwned ty tne State", Automobiles are exjpensive and are
kept for many jears, 'ie saw many Model "T" Forde in distlay room
condition, Liodel "A"'s were seen in great numbers,

One of the nicest things about such a cruise as this is uwae
great meaning history is given by having actually been vhere the

events toox rlace. ‘We passed very close to the waterr grave of the
German " *ocxct-bauules.ua", ADIZLML GRAF SFij, wioes scuttles off
Montevideo in December of 1929 caused such jubl L.tlon in those dark

dars of the early part of World War II, The bottom is very muddy
off Montavideo, and the wreck has now sunk completely out of siglit,

Current history is also given ruch meaning wheca ;ou feel the
press of events affectiing your actions., <o was it with us in the
dars immediately preceding our scheduled sailing from lonteviieo
for operations at sea with --s.I'f’CL-tll and Urugvayan units prior to
entry into Puerto Belgrano, lLrzentinal's nain naval base, The polit-
ical crises afflicting Argentina put guite an elament of doutt iato
our operations, but as it turncd ouvt, all went entirely as scheduled,

~ Puerto Belgrano is an artificial harbor used sclcly for iilitery
purposes near the city of Bahia Blanca, The thiousands of worlers
here live in the town of Iunta Alta ("Iigh Feint")., Cur vicit was
extremecly pleasant, as the Argentines were very friendl;r anc hos—
pitable to us, They are a proud people, and justly so, for *hulir
nation has a great historical tradition,
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The weather is absolutel™ wbolicveabl s, th's r.~ion is feomed
for "¥illiwaws", violent storucs wilch blow v . .. 2f on hourts
noticc and reach wind velocities of lwrricanc iorce. ocldem are
there sunny days, o~nd swimming is v stusllr vilicnad-ofe icr i
stance, the water temperature is now about 40 degrecs = in tae
Spring! Ve seem to have brought good weatier with us this far,
The names of some of the regions arc guite picturcent
instance, "Uscless Bay" was one of the abortive e 31
by Magellien, Other typical namcs are "Iey Reach", Dcsolation Is-
1= et

1and" and "isdre de Dios Island", The scencrr, cgpaciadle
is most forbidding and iuposing; great cliffs ond movntains stond
precipitously out of the water and rcach, groping up to the iy
sky; many peoks capped with snow and ice lend the proper caill te
the wind.

This is an appropriate place to mention the importonce cl the
averagc scilor in the succcess of such cruiscs as this, Conc of our
men have caused ue to be particularly proud of them, Tor instance,
Warne Dorn, Secman, ren in the 100-mctor dash against a toam which
included 2 Clympic Sters and finished a close third, Tuis wae during
our stay in Montevidco, During the same visit Robert Barmiiiser was

so courtcous to a visitor that the visitor, a 1istinguished Uruguzyer,
wrote a personal letter to Rear Admiral TYRER, saving in effoet, "lach
of us can be more instrumcntal in winning fricnds hon the professicncl
dirlomats", I fully agree, and T have becen very pleascd with the
couments, Americans living in thesc countrics have made comacnts
about the very favorable imprussion given the South Amcrlicans byr cur
men. You should fecl proud: I do,

Sines this lotter covers such a vast part of our cxperiences, it
is but a brief resumc, usveryone is bcaring up well thus far, Ve
have used up most of the meat rroducts, which we brought aboard in
the U, S. A. We purchascd beef in toth Uruguay and Argentina, The
biggost gripe I have heard is, "hatl Steax againi®
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This has boen a most memorable ond unforgettalble rue
all of us, I will writc again shortly,
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Best regards,
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LRSS Y:J(, LA _\ IJ ’ﬂ? H g_,&,&/_,/
WILIIAM B, SHad
Coumander, U. £, Davy
Commonding Cfficer



