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Navymen familiar with the Wil-
liamsom Turm kmowr it will help o
return o ship to the some location

us when the muneuver was begun,
This manewver 8 modt useful when
a man is overboard at night, in a
choppy sea, or in hew visibility and
he i not in zight when the alamm
"San overboard™ is sounded,

A man overboard fooes three
immedinte dangers: mangling by
the ship's propellers, drowning, or
abandonment bocause e cant be
located,

The Williamson Tum {named for
CDE John A. Williamson, USHH,
who developed it in 1943) reduces
these dangers by swinging the
ghip's screws away from the victim,
and assists in retuming the ship
accurately to the approximate area
where the man fell sverhaard,

When the officer of the deck re-
oaives the word that o man is over-
bhoard, he orders hard  medder
townrd the side from which the
victim fell. As the ships stern
gwings away from the victim, maxi-
mum engine speed @8 osually or-
dered and the compass heading
watched clogaly.

The medder is held hard over un-
til the ship’s head nears a specific
angle (uwsually &) to T degrees)
from the original heading. When

The Williamson Turn
the ships head nears the G0-to-

Th-degree  differential  from the
orfginal course, the rudder i then
shifted foll over to the other side.

The rudder iz held hard over un-
til the reverse of the ship's original
course 5 approached and the ship
is steadied wup on this reciprocal
course, The engines are slowed or
stopped. At this point the ship
should be about the same distance

Grigiaal _* 2
Y o e

from the vietim as the chip’s ke
tical dismeter. A sharp  lookout
it b maintained, a5 a peraon in
the water presents a very small ob
ject and is very difficult to see even
i clear weather,

The Willlamson Tum st be
nsed with discretion, It wouldn't
be particularly smart for the con-
ning officer to order the ship torm-
cd at meximum speed into a heavy
sen or when there is danger of a
collision.

The Williamson Tum is not al

ways the best maneuver to execute,
even under favorable conditions, 1f
the visibility iz gomd and the sea
is calm, particularly when the moan
overhoard 5 in  view from the
bridge, the victim may be reached
mwﬁtfnﬂﬁ gimply by continuing
the turmn and conning the ship to
the best position for reconvering the
mean. [n some ship types, recovery
might even be faster by reversing
the englnes and backing down to
the victim.

In many ships, the Williamson
Tum iz only one of many prooe-

dures carried out to insure the safie
robirn of  the man evedboard.

Smmding alarms, dropping lighted
lifebasoys, maintaining a  constant
visual contuct on the person with
hinoculars, stationing  additional
leokouts, illuminating the area with
searchlights, maintaming a plot of
the dhip and victim's pasitions on
the IMET, manning lifeboats and re-
guesting aid from nearby ships or
aircraft are part of established
MNavy procedore.

When the weather is rough, at
night, or in poar visibility, the Wil
Hamson Tom  frequently  assures
thiz man overboard 5 better chanee
of telling his grandchildren of the
night he was pullsd from the sea
by o resouse crew.

later heen found in the gedank.

IF' A Buopy falls overboard, it may
be up to you to trigger the res.
cue operation. If vou see—or think
vou see—a  man  fall yell, “Man
averboard, port {or starboard } sidel™
Keep velling uwntil vou know yon've
been heard. In the meantima, throw
ovver a lifebooy.

Above all, don’t hesitate, If vou

da, the OO may receive the word
tono lnte and be unahle to swing the
stern im e,

When the alorm it sounded, bt
doubt exists, the ship will proceed
o the assumption that there ls, in-
deed, a man overboard, But at the
same time, the OO0 may hedge his
hett anicdl eall & rester.

Everyome must mosster in person.
If all hands are an board, the search

KEEPIMG TRACK—CIC watch team plots relative position of man everboard,

may be called off. But if a man i
ahsent, it must continue indefindtely,
And may the Great Sea King help
the misgsing seaman 1f he is later
found asleep in the fan Toom,

S0 much for shiphoard muster.

A positive attitude is invaluable in
an cmergency. Unfortunately, it is
alse a sad bat inescapohle foot that
not all rescue operations emd happily.
Superh seamanship, meticubously laid
plans, your own atbempts to remain
afloat—may he thwarted by a fluke
of hack.

Consequently, there are sofety reg
nlations. Don't lean on life lines,
Dom't go on deck in bad weather if
you don't have to, Don't work with-
out n life jacket if there & danger af
falling overboard. Don't, don't, den't.
The mles will ocmsimally crump
your style [a life jacket can be a hot
and  wnepmfortable burden), bt
they may also save your life.

Granted, your boat crew needs
the proctice. But that's why they
have Cacar.

—Jon Franklin, JO2, Y5H
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