11. December 1969
At Norfolk, Virginia

FAMTTYGRAM NO, 11

Dear "MUX" Family,

ATter our return from Vietnam 3 September and a leave peried the
MUY w28 agein underway to sea in company with the aireraft carrier USS
FOREZSTAL (JVA-59) for s»perations eff the coast of Flerida, Our main
task was tc serve as rescue destroyer in case of downed pilets, Fer
many chis was a real change of pace, that of plane guarding for an air-
craft ecarrier, from the more familiar duties of a naval gunfire support
ship off the coast of Vietnam, During the oeurse of our eperations down
souil we visited Mayport, Ficrida for two days and many were able to
visit Jacksonville and Jax Beach. Our brief sunny Florida visit wasn't
exactly sunay. Ib raired and the seas were rough the majerity of the
tin~,. The jest abonut the ship among the steaming bridge watch sections
was who would have the greatest number of degrees of '"roll" of the ship.
Therz were logged to be 38, 42 and the greatest was 49 degrees rell on
31 wotober, We retwned in Norfolk on 7 November, Many of our new
shiprates were happy to see and walk on land again.

On 21 November, USS MULLINNIX (DD-944) was honored once again for
our combribution to the security and peace in Seutheast Asia, and in
particular the free choice of our allies in South Vietnam. The Secretary
of ths Navy awardsd the Navy Unit Commendation to MULLINNIX for contri-~
bution and outst@nding gunfire support of friemdly ferces ashere in the
Republic of Vietram., All hands on board during the ships depleyment
including COMDESRON 14 and his embarked staff are authorized to wear
the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, In a full dress ceremony, eur
present Squadron Commander, COMDESRON 2, Captain C. E. Hunter presented
the SECNAV Sommsndation to the Captain, Officers and crew of the "Mighty
Top Gun MUY". Upon completion of the presentation I ordered the ship's
Executive Officer, LCDR Jack D. Sutton to run up the pennant to the fore-
truck of the starboard mast which signifies the award of the Navy Unit
Comendation. '

We are all a proud ship and crew and I am personaily proud ef all
hands performance during our WESTPAC deployment. The (itation is re-
printed below,

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in commending
USS MULLINNIX (DD-9ki:)
for service as set forth in the fellewing
CITATION:

For excepbienally meritorious service from 18 February to 31 July

1969 while assigned to the United States SEVENTH Fleet during cembat

operations against enemy aggressor fercés in Southeast Asia. As a mem-—
ber of Task Unit 70.8.9, USS MULLINNIX provided oubstanding accurate



gunfire in suvpert of in-country graund forces, Affter spending long hours
at battle stations, the crew was called upon almest daily té spend additional
hours at all-hands evolutions, such as rearming and replenishment. Despite
the demanding efforls regquired, the crew members maintained cheerful
attitudes and high esprit decorps. HMULLINNIX drew praise from Marine Corps
uni's and naval gunfire support teams for her accurate gunfire and her de-
terzdnntien to provide the best possible support, Due to the superb team-
worl:, professional compstence, and unflagging dedication of her officerd
and men, MULLINNTY succesded in meeting all maval gunfire support commit—
ments, thersby reflecting great credit upon herself and the United States
Haval Service,

A1l personnel attached to and serving on board USS MULLINNIX (DD-944) during
the above-desigurted period, er any part thereof, are hereby authorirzed to
wear the Hzvy Unit Comcendation Ribbon,

/s/ u
Secretary of the Navy
Acting

Many guests and families came on board fer Thanksgiving Day. This
day of thsnksgi-ing commenced by the Pilgrims centinues to this day, Our
thowghts were of home end families as we gave thanksgiving on bsard,
though maay of us were able to go home. Fer the MUXMEN abeard, a wender-
ful dinner, nonewithstending, was served. It was a "kost" outstanding
dinner. our thanks to Cnief Commissaryman Tebe of New Yerk City, New
York and his excellent crsw in the crew!s mess hall; consisting of CS1
Angalone i New York Giby} GS2 Richardson of Amna, Illineis, (OS2 Roberts
of Middleﬁon, Tennesszg, G473 Gallegos of Salida, Colerado, C53 Monrse
of Columbus, Ohio &nd {33 Haray of El Paso, Texas.

On 28 MNovember Feilazrman First Class Bennie Hill, a MUX Long-Timer,
left the ship after sexwing on board for 4 years, 9 months and 18 days,
He hails from Pul-sll, Virginia, He was escorted to the Quarterdeck by
Chief Radarman Hillvorn vho carried his orders and Yeoman First Class
Fess who carried hiz seabag, The only two men whe have served on MUX
longer than Bennie. On the Quarterdeck the Executive Off'icer presented
him a framed picturs ol the MUX with a personal message written thereon
from me. I was unable to be present. He was piped ashore and he passed
through an honer guard of men from his divisien, He was a good, strong
sailor; we will miss him,

As December dawns upon us, our thotghts turr to holme and the Christmas
segson, HNet all of us can be home for Christmas, but a liberal leave
policy has been arranged whereby about 40% of the crew will be home on
Christmas and the rest on New Years Day.

On 6 December the gala Christmas Season was kicked off with the MUX
Annual Christmas Ball, We wished that all of you could have been with us,
It turned out tn be an exceptional affair and really tuned in and turned
on our Christmas spirit, even though we are yet to have any snow - just
some rain and cold weather, '



Often times the relatives and dependents »f our MUX Family meve and
change their address, and very often "Your Sailer" forgets to correct his
records accordingly., A sheet called "Record of Emergency Data" is kept
in his service record which lists emergency data including the names and
addresses of next ef kin, dependents, paremts, ete, In order for the
Navy to discharge it's re5pon51b111ty'to a man's next of kin or dependents
in case of serious illness or deéath, this information must be kept current
and correct, I am enclosing a sheet_for your use, It requires no postage,
Just feld and staple it as indicated and drop it in the mail in case you
change addresses.

In closing I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Prosperieus
New Year. Let each of us cansider cur wonderful coeuntry, families, and
friends during this wonderful season with blessings, prayer, and warm
friendship.

Warm personal regards, ~
{

i%m ;1;7 |

D W. KNUTSON, Sr, wh\
Cemmander, U, S Navy !
Qommanding, "The Mighty MUX"



