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20 April 1969
&t Subic Bay, R.P.

MUXP%CCQAu NUMBER 4

Dezr ¥clis=, Friends,iand Family,

‘he Gate line is Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines and I must
apclogize for not having written sooner, but ua HUX!ERS have had an ex—
tremeiy hizavy schedule - 24 full hours every day and each of those hours
1 fow ali, loading black oil, beans, and bullets along
t of the Army, Marines, and Republic of Vietnam on
zoast of South Vietnam, Of interest we burned more
HH o+ fuel oil, while on the gunline. A high point
of ona underwuy -»ishment on 15 March was the on-loading by helo of
8 tons of provisions ‘n just 19 minutes, Since leaving Norfolk, Vir-
ginia and arrivel in SLOTC Bay we have steamed more than 20,000 miles,

W7y

Prior to deps Vl’ﬂf Subdc, 7 members of our MUY family are being trans-
ferred, Th=y a3 el s to take up pursuits in civilisn life and
rejein their faril and everyone of them will be missed by us,
their shimstes x5, Bub as they leave we wish them God speed,
fair winds ard - seas to: LTJIG A. WALTZ of Norfolk, Virginia,

LT G. A. mﬁﬂfﬂ;»--x,Vu@ﬂm,m@H.D.mmmwafH.Emwmm,
Hew Jersey, E L. FAERMAN, of Houston, Texas, M2 R. F. GREANEY, of

Springfield, Mesa.. S 9. &, ZLTON, of Sacramento, Calif., BT2 M. S.
HAMILTON, of RO’;ulk Virginia, Wé will continue sending the MUXPACGRAM
to our alumae, : S o : ‘

The History of King Neptunef In ancient Rome all natural and un-
natural elemsnte wers given to the control of a super-belng called a god

His brother Pluto h.came God Lo @he Underworld and llved in Hades, The
third brother iivsd in the sek and ruled over all the waters and creatures
in his reaim. iis sta?’ was a trident and his chargers were dolphins and
sea horses., This was lieptune, His wife, Salacis, wos Goddess of Salt
Hater

Storms, whirlpools, wierd sights, and strange forms of life were all
attributed to’the god of the Sea. The superstitious mariners prayed and
gave aofferings to Heptune for deliverance from the mysteries of the ocedns,
From these ancient tiwmez through the Dark Ages and until the days of Col-
umbus, de Gama, and 21lan the world was thought to be flat, This meant
m%=+3mmnﬁﬁ

-ine the unknown was encountered and a2 drop into !
space might be awsiting., Ceremonies were held upon crossing certain lines
or places which tested the endurance of seamen on their first cruise, :
The Vikings, then the Angles, Saxons, ind Hormans mnde use of these rough
tests, - '

The ecuator was one of the lines of mystery snd fear in the world rnd
now has come to denote the boundry of Nepbtuns's modern reanlm, Upon the
first crossing of the ecustor, honor, snd obeisance have to be mode to
Heptimus Rex. The "pollywogs", or initintes, -re sub]ected to vrrious
tests and tortures to determine their ellﬂlblllty to enter Neptune's Do-
m2in, Hoiving proved their eligibility, the initintes become "Shellb: cles?
and 2re then capsble of communicating the secrets of the deep to any
others who wish to cross the center parallel,



On 12 April we crossed the Equator and those fearless mariners called
"Shellbacks" initisted us "Pollywogs” into the mysterious ancient order
of the deep. Among those that met their fate before the Royal Court of
King ientune, Ruler of the Raging Main was Commodore Rusk, COMDESRON 14
and mreelf, CO of the MUX., The paddles were fast, and the spirit was
hipgh. =«;iter 24 yeors, 1 too am a deep-water sailor, a "Shellback",

17 ipril was o happy day for the fifty men listed below of the MUX
whi wire advanned to the next higher rat.e. Of those originslly rec-
Ot me’i ovéer /O were 'zdv'mced :

R, "LUKONIS ' N, DINGER D, JONES T, METCALF
. E. iMINDSON K. DISHMAN D, KEETER J. MONAGLE
L, BACHLE “"M_. FARINEL}Y:E\‘:‘, . P, LAMARRE J. MYERS
A. BLANTON . FELEBER B. LARGE E. NAMANNY
A. CLYBURN C. FINOCCHIARO R. LEATHERMAN E. NASTATKA
T, COoUsSIH R. GAIN K. LEWIS D. PENQUEL

L. DAUGHERTY W, GILTH:R M. LULLOFF P. ROSS

“E. DAULTON D. HOUG G, MARTIN J. RUSSELL
J. DEAN . INGRAM D, MCCALREN P. SCHLITT
E, DESSEREAU J. JOHNSON L, MCHEIL L. STI.I0NS
L. ROSS - -G, CONLEY R. BEAN D. TIMPANO

Qur press releases are attached for your information and retention,

We nre going to be leﬁving here soon to go back to sez again, Ue
will be rested then, and ready to do our job over here. Your men have
done a splendid job thus far; I'm sure they will continue in the same
spirit,

~ Very Sincerely,
’ - . -t —j A

O e f;ﬂ\ {
e Toswve aad Ay 'i. J‘_, ..
Don Knutson T ;

Commanding, The MUX
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1. Aboard USS MULLINNIX ( D94,) off the coast of Viebtnam, 16 HAR 69

Despite the continuing pressure of Vietnam, Sunday for the crew of
the USS MULLIWJIX is still a day of worship snd rest, This is the one
day of the week that "Holiday Routine" is followed by 211 off-wotch
personnel, ‘ . ' : .

Sturting with thirty extra minubes of sleep before reveille is piped,
"Heliday Rooty Tooty", as it is called.by the crew, allows everyone to
catch up on their rest. A clean~up of the passageways and compartments
throughout the ship is followed by Protestant Loy Services held on the
crew'!s mess deck, - o e '

These services are held on board by the Protestant Lay Leeder, Through
the singing of hymns, the reading of tie scriptures and inspirational
thoughts, followed by a period of meditation, assistance rendered by LTJG
. Steve Smith, USNR, is to help meet the spiritual needs of the men abonrd,

The Catholic Loy Services, presents God's teaching on Christian res-
ponse to social, cultural, and economic issues oand leads the men to re—
flect on their person:l responsibility as Christians, :

In the afterncen the crew disperses throughout the ship. Some, filled
with thoughts of their loved ones back home, go on deck to rest and sunw .
tan as well as 2 cujet time for letterwriting. For otiaers, there is the
_ choiee of bingo on the mess decks, always popular with the crew, or )

spirited inter-divisional tether volley ball games on the torpedo deck, ..
Later in the afternoon, popcorn and movies are available also. "Trap
shooting is available to all interested marksmen on the fantail,

This Sunday was the last day to enter the ship's beard growing contest,
- On Mareh 31, an impartial ponel of judges, comprised of CAPT S..L. RUSK,
USH, of Mayport, Florida, the Vietnam Gunline Commander;, the Captain, .
Don KHNUTSOW, of Norfolk, Virginia, llaster Chief THOMPSOH, of ‘Norfolk, Vire
ginia, and two others, will award prizes for the best beard in each of
the categories, These .categories include the "Van Dyche, "Full Face",
"Heaviest per’'sq. inch", "Scraggliest", and several others. Leading the
way eoarly in the contest is First Closs Machinist Mate CONLEY of Box 2
Mousie, Kentucky, president of the First Classmen's Mess »nd ~ualified to
stand the top engineering witch, hns thrown himself into the fray en-
thusiastically by entering all ten of the cotegories., He is an.odds-on
favorite to win ot last three, the "Full Face®, "Hesviest per sr, inch™, .
znd "Hindsome Harry", , . T

The three hundred men and officers of the MULLINYIX v-lue -nd look
forward to n day of rest and, for many, spiritusl study. T

They will be, however, ready =gnin e-rly on Mondny morning to turn to
with the same spirit, efficiency .nd vigor which hus become their tr-de-
-mark tnd representztive of their motto, "First and Fastest™,



2, Aboard -USS MULLII’TIv (DD-944) off ‘the coast of South Vietnanm
1% Mareh 1969,

‘Well stranger, before I show you the "ouisville Lady" I recckon
vou'!ll want to know how we came to love her, It was back arowmd
Christmas time in Forfolk when she came abcard, She was late, you
know, 13ke any Big City Iady, but we had four of our hesit men
wal1lng to tale- charge and care for her,

1111 tell you sir, that lady was a real Prinéess, No pea was
allowed under her matress. Tight from the Start she demanded constant
attertion from Chief SLDOWSKI . of Norfolk, Va, and his men; lst
Class Sam .JOHUSON,.of Cleveland Ohio, Second Class Jim STOIS of
Morfolk, and ”hlrd Class Robert MUDRE of Norfollk, '

She wag no landlubrer though, She had been to sea before and took
pur departure from Norfollk. right in stride. FEach dar, you'd see her .
back there strutt'len around so as to ﬂl_ﬂ her lovely shape, That ihere
wes oné Lady who wasn't going to let any grass grow under her feeti,

But -I#11 tell you mister, she was a tempermental lass. If you
turned your back on her, forgot to exersise her Just one day, she!d:
ouit working., Howsoever, 0ld Chief SADOWSKI, he knew how to
handle her - just give her a lotin tender, loving care,

It was off the coast of Vietnam that we on the MULLIMNIX
fully learned her talents, I'1l tell you sir, we were powerfully husy
during those first three weels, but no one worked harder or flashed
mere spirit than our. flghtlng "Lou1svllla Lady" A real hellcat she was,
and continues to be,

Vhy, if it wasn't for her real Lady~Like, curvaceous features,
we'd bs calling her “the "Louisville Slugger", Yes Sir, our proud,
majestic and talented Lady is a rnp-roarlng 5“/54 Caliber semi-automatic
gun we1pht1n€ 118 Tons o :

3, Aboard USS MULLINNIX (DD-944) off the coast of South Vlotneun, ,
20 Mar, 1969 '

Ever since the davs of that legendary piledriver, John Henry, man
has been firhting a seemlessly helpless battle agalnsc the
efficiency of machinse, Today this competition exists even aboard the
Destroyer MULLINNIY, Tt takes the frrm of a friendly rivalry hetween
our Mark47 Computer down in the main battery plotting room and one
Fohert BRO”F, of New Orleans -, Louisiana, the Navwl Gunfire Support
Plotter in the ships Gombat Information Center,

Second Class Peltiy Officer BROWN is reqpon51ble for detormining the
ships navigational position, It is the commuter’s job to check
vital in training our fumns accuratelj on enemy targets, This
Tivalry serves an important function in funfire SuPporu Procedures .

it first gipght this competitlon may seem unfai, You cannot, however
convinge Nedarman BROWN of this, Fov instance, when told that
the "A7 Computers Check" was in apreement with his five point navigationsl
fix, hrown candidly stated Quote, That computer sure is working good today
mguote. First Class Elecironics lechnlclan Steven J, DAVIS, head of
the MUX "Roller Skate Repair Shoppe", acting as impartial Judge, concurred;
avarding this round to BRCWM, 01d John Henry surely must be smiling
todsy, Man hes won anther round in “he bhattle.



4, Aboard USS MULLINMIX (ND9L4) off the coast of South Vietnam, 21 MAR 49,

Living up to her motte "First and Fastest", this CUSDESLANT Des~ :
troyer hos, in the last twenty-four hours, taken numérous targets =
under fire from three different stations covering 90 miles of South- =
- Vietnam shoreline, In this display of flexible sex-power with concen—
trated firepower, the "Mighty MUX" poured many salvos into targets from
Just below the demililarized zone to points South of Da Nang,

' Throughout the late morning hours the MULLINNIX remzined off the

shore just south of the DMZ firing in support of the Third Marine Div-
- dision, Throughout tlie night in D2 Nang Harbor this long-rifled gunship
provided suppgrssien fire against suspected rocket sites northwest of
Da Nang. With'the break of dawn, this desiroyer steamed out of the har-
bor” and procesded to a point 30 miles south of Da Nang., She then shot
many salvos of high explosive projectiles for the Army of South Vietnam's
Second Division into 2 fortified enemy positions destroying 9 bunkers,
10 concrete military structures 2nd damaging 16 other similar structures.

For the Gaptain and crew of this "Fighting Ship", this was another
"day on the gunline. The MULLINNIX, now the experienced and spirited
"First and Fastest™ ship from the Atlantic Fleet is carrying its share
of the military effort in support of the U.S. Amy, U.S, Marines, and
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. ' .

5» Aboard USS MULLINNIZ (D944) off the coast of South Vietnam, 22 MAR 69,

Amidst a war thousands of miles from their home in Houston, Texas,
Lance Corporal Willism FREEMAN of Alfa Co., second platoon, lst inti-
tank Battalion, U.S.M.C. and his brother, Petty Officer Second Cliss James
FREEMAN, stationed aboard this Atlantic Fleet Destroyer, met for two hours
this morning in Da Nang, . T

"I called the NGLO for the lst Marine Division and asked him to re-
lay on to -Corporal FRERfiH!'s company our recuest for help in setting up
the reunion", stated Second Class Radarman Jvmes HANDLEY of Buffalo,
New York, "Several hoturs.later the spotter came up on the r-dio-tele-
phone telling us that Bill FREEMAN would be at the fleet 'lunding early -
the next morning to mest his brothern, ) _

 Bill was waiting for me at the landing when I arrived there this

morning", said Jumes, "It was good to see- him again, He then showed me
around his bose camp, pointing out thetank he drove. I told him when
the MULLINNIX gets back to Da Hang I'd give him a tour of our ship - -
the Mighty MuX", ‘ o .

They had an opportunity to talk ~bout mrny things, nenr wmnd denr, nnd
then each weat brck to work, The Marine to driving a tank, the sailor
to driving a ship. Such was in imprompt reunion of the FREEMAN brothers:
in a port in South Vietnam, §



6, Abogrd U8S mULLINNIL wb-9LL4 off the coast of South Vietnam 24 Morch
1969, Flaysiip of GCaptain 5.L. ﬁUbn, Usil Gunline Gommander of the Gunline
Support Forces, Vietnam,

For Lubn Jagk 5UETuN, JsN, of Norfolk, Virginia, today wes & day of
watrhing and learning, Luﬂn SULTON, who arrived aboard yesterdey viz a
Nowvy highline trensfer at ses, is assuming the position of Executive Ufficer
aboard this Crudeslent destroyer, For the next sevewral days he will be
indoctrinating himgelf under toae tutela-e of LCDR Bob S&MPLE, USN, of Worfolk
the nresent XL, Usy 1in the orgenization Enu pollc1es estéblished by the C.0.
HIRS Lon £HUTS0N of Norfolk, Va,

LCOR oackll 15 to tdke command of toe USo TiuMas J, Gadl (DER-326),
Bohode sabrLi joined the Navy in 1948 &5 a seaman recruit, &dvaneing vhrough
tho rates, he attended Officer Candidate School in Newport, H,1,, and wes
caaurissioned an dnsign in 1958, Since then LCODa SablPLE has served @s Weaponas
ufficar and Uperations Offlcer in destroyers before coming to the MULL THAIX
:.Sls.d

Ll SULTUN, who just completed & tour &s Weapons Officer aboard the
Url ﬂLu'hL'(ULu 1) is not new to the gunline, He served in BIDILE during
her czoloment to Vietnem last year, Looking forwerd to the challenge end

respcnaitilitiey as Executive Officer, I'm léoking forward eagerly to firing
wy first round as the "2XwCY

7. To the men of Headgquarters Compeny, First Battelion, Twelfth-Mzrine
artillery Division, this sast-coast destroyer, Flagship of Ce pte1n,b L. fuslk
Co.mander of all HQle guniire support ships on the gunline, is called the
MULLINNTX Hilton,

The nickname started when LTJG Roldnd BLOCKSUN, of State CGollege, PENN.,
a spottér for the 12th Marine Division, came aboard to ‘observe this ships
gunfire support procedures, After a day aboard the ship, he returmed to
hig post ashore with LUJG Frank K&dRIGaH, Of Neshville, TNN,, and Radarman

.Second Class James RANLLEY, of Buffelo, il ,¥., members of the nighty MUX'S
gunfire sujport tean,

"We went over about noon by Coast Guard Cutter to the mouth of the Quan
Trieu Pkong River, where we transferred to a "Pusher", or small ubtility
boet, which lended us a little ways up the river', sxplained HoNILAY. M"We
then wallked about fifteen minutes before we got a ride from an "hHIFLGY,
From that we switched to a truck which brought us to the observation post,
(0.P.), continuted HANDLEY,

Mie spent the night tallding to the SthtuTS and ducking bullets"
added LTJG ESRATGEN,

As the two Navymen were about to return to the ship, an- invitation
was extended by the Manager, «ULLINWIN Hilton to bring some Marines back
with them for a taste of shipboard 1ife, free, including &ll the eggs they
could eat, '

"We sent the invitation out over one of our redio telephone circuits",
stated Bill CaSTLi,of Norfolk, Viginia, & leading Petty Officer in
Combat Information Centar. "Immediately there were calls from all the O,F.
to their Headquarters asking for a chence to come out, They wented to cut
cards to sse who would come but I told them we had fresh eggs @nd milk enough
for all of them!,



The next day, private Paul DOEMULTY., of St, Louvis, Missouri,
Private David MILIF , of Chilton, Wisconsin, and Corporal Jask DAVIDSON,
of Joplin, Missouri, Came back with LTJG KEREICA ond HANDIEY, The
"hree Marines had heen din Vietnam since early November, spending this past
month manning the forward 0. Po 's along the demilitarized zone,

"Outstanding" said Private DOEMULE!, as the three wnited to return
~ashore after a day afloat,

“We had not had a bath in thirty days", 4dded David MILIEL, Mg
use an 0ld Grater for swimming when we “egin to get too crusty!,

The management of the "MULLINWTY HIL'OW" is pleased to report. that
each of the three Happy Marines left by helocopter with a rifle
uler one arm and three dozen fresh eges and three heads of letiuce
waer the other, : : '

7. "Lhoprd USS MULLINNITX DD-944 off the coast of South Vietnam,
20 Ireh 1069, ‘ ‘ S
- ¢ =3 s21¢ that the Mizhty MUK'x 52/54 Caliber Cun Mounts are
“ic.  Den't, howvever, try to tell that to any of the magazine
‘his east coast Destroyer. This is the crew which feeds the
sovder from the marazines, where the projectiles are stored,
Plastro-mechanical ammmtion hoists, which carry them to the
oot The. duty of a magnzine loader is never glamorous, and at
@ s fremendously difficult, and always just plain hard dangerous

oot
%
jn

This morning wAs one of those testing times. For forty mimites this
Forfolk-Based Destrover utiliged her devasteting Fire—Power on enemy
positions prior to the commencement of a search and clear mission by
frronnd troops, ten miles west of danang. Durinrs this time +the two after
gun mounts each fired two forty round continuous salvos within ten
minutes into a strong pocket of enemy resistance. . :

To keep up with this intensive output f High explosive Projectiles
the magazine crews wsre severely taxed., Headed by Boatswain Motes
¥ermith "addell, of Hilkeshoro, North Carolina, di. cocs: Alier, feop
Fayetteville, Ark., and Third Class “torekeepers Charles SKEITCH 1I, of
Sante Crugz, California, and David WLLT ICE of folland, kich., The to
Vazazine crews were able to keep the guns loaded, Their Crews consisted
of Leaman Donalg HUGHES, of darwiek, K. I., Dante HANNI, of Fedford, Kass,
lucas H1BZ, Masinloc, Eepublie of Ehillip;ines, Willaim Torres, Denvar,
Colo., Fatrick vERpE® Sk, Lansing, Mich,, Joseph Scalise, franifort, M,Y.,
Joseph FlugeM, Lynchbufg,'Vir., Rod Rabideau, West Chazy, W, ¥,, Yoeman
0. J, Ir LEFTCM, Follard, Ark,, Joseph Monagle Jr,, Fhiladelphia, tennd.,
and ateward Pernardo MEFLAR, of Fasay, “epublic of Fhilippines, “aen the
troops =% ‘he seventh harine Resiment Swept throush the drea they found
one cava -ntrance closed, two more damaged, three bunker complexes and
Twenty fortified enery positions destroved, and two trail junciions wired
out by the Accurate firing of the VULLIMMIZ. It is in contrituting “o
such effactive and professional Maval Firepower “hat the megazine erews,
The unteruled men Lelow the decks, 2ain their sitisfaction, Cne iyres
but praud projectile loader was overheard to say, "There cughta *a &n
avard for us, The FULLIN®IZ is top gun on the line. Most of the tims
we just put out one or two rounds at a time, but today, when it was
really needed, we just kept those puns a-firinz, I know now how well
W& £&n support the troops ashore. They just hive to ask for the Top Sun,




8., Aboard the UUS MULLIVNIK (DD9A4) of f the coast of South Vletnam,
2 APR 69.

From observation posts overlooking the demilitarized zone, the Navy- -
Marine tesm at Gio Linh have bsen able to observe nd, in conjunction
with naval gunfire suprort ships, have demonstrated the efficiency and
accomplishments of a tremendously successful team effort. The ruick re-

action and accuracy of the Navy's warships on the gunline teamed with
Nzval Gunfire spotters ashore and in the air have been » constant threst
to the enemy here in the vicinity of the DMZ. The able a2ad knowledésble
Marine teams asiaore are 2n intergral and v1t11 part in the overall Navy
mission in Vietnom,

This close coordination between the spotter teams ashore. and the
Navy Gunfire Support shios close off the cocst provides fire suppert for
ground units in the field, =nd in so doing, assists in providing for troop
security, 2s well 2s boostlng the morale of friendly trecops., The enemy's
freedom of movement and overt operations day or night are ‘severely ham-
pered by this excellent fdst—shootlng team,

48 she ends her first patrol on.the gunline the Mighty MUX extended
her congratulations for "i job well done" to this fine teom of spotters
comprised of LTJG W.G. BECK, USN, of Ventura, California, Staff Sargeant
L.C. CaBERRA, USHC, MEmphls, Tenn., and Corporals /.0, OTTO USMC, Light-
house Pt,, Floridh, D.¥W. LEWIS, USMC, Milford, Michigan ahd C.G. MEDLIN
USMC, of Dismond Bar, Callfornla :

In tumn, LT J.J. SAI, USH, of QGakdale, Callfornla, talking by radio-
telephone from his forwnrd area commaind post, stoted "The laision officers
25 well as the Marines we support, a sense of well being, lmowing that
we can depend on our ships helping us out of tight situations," The"
spotters for the first Battalion, twelfth Marine Regiment:added, "ie .
wish to extend our gratitude and compliments to all the gunfire support P
ships including JULLIAIIX for th81r timely, accur te, gunflre n e

9. TFor presrel submitted for clecrance and release, -
"iboard the Horfolk-based Destroyer, USS MULLINNIX in Da N ng qu-' N

bor, 4 APR 69. . , e
Capt2in Stephen L, RUSK, USH, Commander Destroyer Snuadron FOURTEZN, -

gdncluied thirty-two days 35 Gunllne Gomaxnder by turning over the reins

on 4 AniiZ te Goplodn L.B, CUHMINS USN, Commnnder Destrover Seuandron

V2 brief turnover of commnnd wns held without formnlities

abosrd k 'ZIJ?IE [1ile she contlnued flrlng support for iarine forces

lelaniy of Da lizhg. ' :

Compans 2o Umju“ij H*uadron FOURTLJN homeported in Mayport, Florida

: Y. aurived on the Gunline 28 FEB and relieved

'ﬁniing Officer os tne Battleship NEW.JERSEY as

Captai -

that, "The gunline ships play o most vital role
Iror'd Forces with hard hlttlng bombardment of enemy °
Mekong Delta to the DMZ, The total effectlveness of
“1t can only be reslized through the team effort of all

L the air and ground Spotters in the field", :
a3 Gunline Commander, Compodore RUSK has had a total
of thiity oh L both the Atlontic and Paclflc Fleets under his tact-
ical command, 1ding the NEW JEHSEY} heavy.cruiser USS NDQPORT NEWS,
and the Au5t111"'P guided missile Destroyer, HMAS PERTH. '

Cputain RUSE cormentsd "IL has been one of thermost rewarding assigne~

ments of my career and I look forward to rejeining a first line outfit,”

Caom

hands in “he &
During his



