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LIMD!S

l» IN THE COURSE OF Ao CALL ON VICE PRESIDENT HUONG WITH WHITE=
HOUSE YESTERDAY, | HAD THE 0PPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS HIS ANTI-
CORRUPTION EFFORTS AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH.

2+ THE VICE =RESIDENT STATED THAT HE CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THAT
THE PROBLEM 0F CQRRUPTION YAAS THE MAJOR FLAW IN SOUTH VIET-NAM
TODAY. IN THE COURSE OF A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT
THIEUs THE VICE PRESIDENT S21D THAT HE HAD POINTED OUT THAT THE
REASON CHINA HAD FALLEN TO THE COMMUNISTS WAS THE RAMPANT

CORRUPTION WHICH CHARACTERIZED THE CHIANG KA[-SHEK REGIME.
HE RELIEVES THAT UNLESS DRAMaTIC AND URGENT MEASURES ARE PUT
INTO EFFECT IN SQUTH VIZT-NaMs IT MIGHT WELL SUFFER THE SAME FATE.

3« THE VICE PRESIOENT Wa$ 0aVIOUSLY PLEASED WITH THE INVEST!=-
GATION WHICH HAS BEEN CONDUCTED ON THE SMASF ({SERVICEMEN'S
MUTUAL AID AND SAVINGS FUND) SCTANDAL . [N REPLY TO A

QUESTION WITW REGARD TO THE ACTIONS WHICH WOULD BE TAKEN
AGAINST THE GUILTY OFFICERS, THE YICE PRESIDENT STATED THAT

HE WaAS SUBMITTING A S5¢-PAGE ANALYSIS TO PRESIDENT THIEU

IN THE NEXY FEW DAYS WHICH SECOMMENDED THE LEGAL AND
DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS WWICH SHOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST THE FERSONS
INVOLVED IN THE SMASF SCANDaLe

4s THE VICE PRES[DENT REPEATEDLY STRESSED THE CIFFICULTY OF
THE TASK WITH WHICH HE YAS REZEN CHARGEO. ALTHOUGH HE GETS
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SOME FINANCIAL SUPPORY FROM PRESIDENT THIEU'S SECRET FUNDS,

ME 1§ GREATLY HANDICAPPFD 2y LACK OF STAFF AND LACK OF FUNDS.
HE POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS WARD TO FIND INCORRUPTIBLE AND BOLD
OFFICERS TO WORK [N TH1S FIZLD AND THAT THE CORRUPTIBILITY OF
MAGISTRAYES MaADE [T VERY DIFFICULT TO GET CONVICTIONS.

Se 1 OREW THE VICE PRESICENT!S ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT
AMERICAN SUPSORT OF THE “CORRUPT THIEU REGIMz" WOULD BE &
CAMPAIGN TSSUE AnD THAT IT 4OULD BE IN THE INTEREST OF THE GVN
TO TiKE VIGOROUS MEASURES AGAINST CORRUPTION PROHPILY- i

ALSO EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT AS THE INTENSITY OF THE ENEMY
OFFENSIVE DIMINISHED [T WOULD B8E DESIRABLE FQR THE GVN 70 KICK
OFF AN AGGRESSIVE CAMPAIGN [N THIS FIELD. THF VICE PRESIDENT
AGREED THAT AN INTENSIVE CAMPAIGN WaAS DESTRARLE 8uT POINTED QUT
THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME PReESIDENT THIEU HAD TO MaKE USE

OF CoMPETENTY AND BRAVE NFFICERS EVEN IF THEY WERE NOT

EMTICF LY CLEaN. wHEN THE MILTTARY SITUATION PERMITTED 1T

SUCH OFFICERS SHAULD RE RELIEVEDe IN THIS CONTEXT THE VICE
PRESTIOENT STATED THAT [T WAS IN PART THAMKS 70 HIS EFFGRTS
THAT GENERALS LAM AND D2ZU HaAn BEEN REPLACED. HE ALSO OREW
ATTENTION TO THE QECENT 'REMOVAL OF THE VINH |_ONG PROVINCE
CHIEF ON CHARGES OF CORRUPTION.

&« THE VICE PRESIDENTY APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH, g8uT

IT SEEMS TO ME UNLIKELY THaT HE WILL BE ABLE TO DO MUCH MORE
IN Tuls FIELD THAN HE HaS IN THE PAST, GIVEN HIS LACK OF STAFF
AND FUNDS UNLESS THESE ~ONDITIONS ARE REMEDIFDs THIS CAN

ONLY CAME a20UT THROUGH VIGOROUS BACKING AND SUPPORT FROM
PRESTODENT THIEU.

7+ 1 HAD AN OPPONTUAITY YO0 ~RING UP THE MATTER WITH THIEU
ONCE AGAIN IN MEETING u]TH LIM YODAY ANC TO [MPRESS HIM
WwITH NEED TO PROVIDE ADFCUAT: SUPPORT TO ThHE VICE PRESIDENT.
1 SAID THAT IT WaS 0OBVIOUS THAT DEFEAT OF THE ENEMY HAD ToP
PRIORITY AND THAT I7T WAS IMPERATIVE FOR HIM TO MAKE USE OF
COMPETENT aNp COURAGEQUS COFFICERS EVEN THOUGH SOME DOF THEM
MIGHY RE KNOWN Tg BE CORRUPT = FOR EXAMPLE THE APPOINTHENT
OF GENERAL TOAN AS COMMANDER IN Il CORPS AND COLONEL THO»
PROVINCE CHIEF OF BINH DINH, IN REPLACEMENT 0F COLONEL
CHUC, WHO Hap BFEN RESPECTEn 8Y THE SOLDIERS aAND ADMIRED

aY THE HONEST CITIZENS OF THE PROVINCE. THERE WaS NO
QUESTION THAT GENERAL TOAN aND COLONEL THO WERE ABLE.
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AGGRESGIVE,; AND cFFECTIVE COMMANDERS AND THEIR ABILITIES

HAD TO BE USEDs WHOWEVER, WHEN THE MILITARPY SITUATION PER-
MITTED IT, OFFICERS KNOWN FOR CORRUPTION SHOULD BE RELIEVED.
IT Ic EVIDENY THAT THOSFE COMMANDERS WHO ARE NOT ONLY COMw
PETENT AND EFFECTYIVE, BUT ALSC XNOWN FOR THEIR INTEGRITY AND
HONESTY COMMAND THE GREATEST LOYALTY AND RESPeCT ON THE

PART OF THEl® FnrCEs AnD RENCE ARE THE MQST FFFECTIVE = MEN
LIKE GENERAL TRUGNG =« aAND THERE ARE MANY SUCH IN THE VIET.
NAMESER ARMER FNSCES, BUT [T IS NOT ONLY IN THE MILITARY, aUT
ELSEWHERE THaAT TRE PROBLEM NF CORRUPTION NEERS TO BE ATTACKED
IN 4N ENERGETIC AND FORTHRIGHT MANNERs WITH a POLITICAL

CONTEST IN THE OFFING, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THIS SHOULD BE DONE

WITHOUT DELAY.

g+ THIEU AGREED TYHAT THE PRNALEM WAS IMPORTANT AND THAT

HE INTENDED YO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ACTIONS.
ONCE THE MILIYARY SITUATION wAS IN HAND, THE PROBLEZIM CF COR-
RUPTION WOULD BE TACKLED MORE BROADLY-
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